
District Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) Meeting 

March 18, 2014 

Westminster High School 
6933 Raleigh Street 
Westminster, CO 80030 

 

 

----- Meeting Minutes ----- 

Welcome and Introductions Jeni Gotto, Director of Assessment & 

Instructional Technology 

Jeni Gotto welcomed all members of the committee and introduced Mike Lynch, Principal of Westminster High 

School. 

 

Westminster High School Site Visit  Mike Lynch, Principal of Westminster High 

School 

Westminster High School Principal, Mike Lynch gave the DAAC members 7 handouts and went over their Unified 

Improvement Plan (see attachment for digital copies).   

 

Mr. Lynch stated that there are 2,348 students, 107 teachers and 45 support staff at Westminster High School.  He 

discussed the new P.A.R.C.C. testing for next year as well as a plan to assist students in understanding vocabulary 

P.E.A.L. and Cornell Note taking.  The community’s perception of Westminster High School needs to change.  

Westminster High School is making plans to create a “Parent’s Night” to help keep parents informed and to assist in 

keeping their students in school. 

 

 

Yearly report to the Colorado State Board of Education Dr. Oliver Grenham, Chief Education Officer 

Dr. Oliver Grenham reported on the presentation to the Colorado State Board of Education on March 12, 2014.  All 

Turnaround and Priority Improvement districts were invited to go before the State Board of Education to report on the 

work being done to improve student achievement. Adams County School District 50 volunteered to go first. 

 

The overall reaction to District 50’s report was positive documented in a Chalkbeat Colorado article:  

 

District 50 presented to the State Board that they have had:  

 3 consecutive years of improved scores in math, reading and writing 

 Improved graduation rate and decrease in dropout rate 

 Decreased college remediation rates 

 Leadership and teacher stability are steady 

 Increased partnerships with community groups 

 Improved instructional strategies 

 Focus on the P-20 System – education from Preschool to Postsecondary readiness at graduation 

 Progressive Math Initiative district wide – comprehensive PK-12 math curriculum 

The challenges District 50 faces: 

 Students are tested once a year for 2-3 weeks in March.  District 50 would like to test students whenever they 

are ready between October and May at the “Level” they are currently studying in, not their age group.   

 ELL students are tested on language acquisition in January and then content in March regardless if they have 

developed the skills to read the assessment.  

 

Link to Chalkbeat 

http://goo.gl/vyGDTc 

Link to Competency Based 

System Video 

http://adams50.org/cbsvideo 

 



 

Budget Priorities Priorities Sandy McClure, Chief Financial Officer Sandy 

McClure, Chief Financial Officer 

Sandy McClure provide a brief explanation on the “negative factor”. The impact of the negative factor on the district 

budget is nearly 13 million dollar. Ms. McClure explained that House Bill 1298 provides districts monies based on 

inflation. House Bill 1292 called “The Student Success Act” will restore some of the dollars lost due to the negative 

factor.  She also stated that Marijuana monies must go to the BEST grant first which funds buildings. Districts must 

apply for these dollars which cannot be used for any general fund expenditures.  

 

In closing Ms. McClure handed out a Budget Survey that had a list of several priorities under consideration and asked 

the DAAC members to rank them in order of importance and turn it back in. (see attached digital documents for the 

results of this survey) 

 

       *The next meeting will be held on April 15, 2014, at Hodgkins Elementary from 6:00pm – 8:00pm.  


